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Introduction 
This is the first of two addendums to the fall District Student Performance Report: 2013-14 Student 
Data, which provide and update on information that relates to the 2013-14 school year and was just 
recently released by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE).   This report will focus on 
“School Performance Reports” and the second addendum provides an overview of student growth data. 
 
NJDOE released its annual “School Performance Reports” in February 2015. The data presented in these 
school-by-school documents is summarized in this addendum. School performance reports attempt to 
bring together multiple metrics to determine in what areas students and schools are successful in a 
given year and note areas for improvement. These reports also rank schools with regard to certain 
performance areas - academic achievement, college and career readiness, and student growth, along 
with several sub-categories in each area.   
 

 Peer schools (Elementary and Junior-Senior High Schools) are chosen by the NJDOE by 

attempting to match schools based on factors such as: 

o % economically disadvantaged 

o % limited English proficiency 

o % special education 

o Grade span (elementary, middle, high) 

 Academic achievement data reported includes: 

o NJASK (Elementary) 

o HSPA proficiency rates Junior-Senior High School) 

o Individualized NCLB progress targets 

 College and Career Readiness (Elementary) data reported includes: 

o Chronic absenteeism (not present for more than 10% of the total days possible for that 

student for any reason) 

 College and Career Readiness (Junior-Senior High School) data reported includes: 

o % of students participating in SAT 

o % of students participating in PSAT and/or ACT-Plan 

o % of students scoring above 1550 on SAT 

o % of students taking at least one AP test or IB test in English, mathematics, social 

studies, or science (NOTE: IB tests were not included in the 2011-12 performance 

reports) 

o % of AP tests in English, mathematics, social studies, or science with score of 3 or 

greater or IB test with a score of 4 or better (NOTE: IB tests were not included in the 

2011-12 performance reports) 

o % of students participating in approved Career and Technical Programs 

 Student Growth (Elementary) data reported includes: 

o Student growth percentiles, using a student’s academic peers (other grade-level peers 

statewide who scored similarly the previous testing year) and the following year’s 

achievement data for that academic peer group to determine each student’s growth 

score (a percentile rank). 

 Graduation and Postsecondary data reported includes: 



o Overall Graduation Rate 

o Dropout Rate 

School wide median growth percentiles (for Elementary Schools), arrived at via ranking a school’s 

student growth percentiles from highest to lowest, and finding the median. An example of an 

interpretation is as follows, from page 15 of the NJ School Performance Reports – Interpretive Guide: “A 

schoolwide growth score of 35 in language arts means that the median student’s growth in language 

arts in the school was 35. The median is the point where half of the students in the school fall above and 

half fell below. A school is deemed to be making low growth if the growth score is below 35, typical 

growth if a score is between 35 and 65 and high growth if the score is greater than 

65.(http://education.state.nj.us/pr/NJSchoolPerformance InterpretiveGuide.pdf). 

Concerns about Reporting Historical Data as Year-to-Year Comparison  
State test achievement trend data is presented for the past four years for each tested grade level. 

Caution should be exercised when making year-to-year comparisons based on what the state presents, 

since (in most cases) each year represents a different group of students with a possible different 

demographic makeup and other different contextual factors that impact performance. Locally, 

Woodbury makes year-to-year comparisons by examining cohort trends, which can be found in our 

publically available 2013-2014 District Student Performance Report:    

http://www.woodburysch.com/about/documents/DistrictStudentPerformanceReport2013-
14PerformanceData.pdf. 
 
Concerns about Peer Schools and Categories as Indicators for Woodbury Jr-Sr High School  

Woodbury Junior-Senior High School serves students in grades 6 through 12. Of the 31 “peer 

schools” selected by the NJDOE for Woodbury,  only one other school was a 6-12 building, and 

only 5 served grades 7 through 12. One was a charter school that served K through grade 12. 

Another concern is that even though this is titled a “Woodbury Jr-Sr High report, with a 6 

through 12 grade span, the indicators reported by the NJDOE within the report often only 

represent performance among the 9 through 12 population of students. For example, growth 

data is not captured in this report for students in grades 6 through 8 the same way it would be 

captured if a separate middle school or junior high report was produced. Conversely, NCLB 

progress target achievement presented in a fall NJDOE report was based on the achievement of 

the entire 6-12 population on NJASK; however, “Academic Achievement Indicators” for the 

school only list HSPA for Schoolwide Performance, making the “percentage of targets met” 

indicator misleading. This results in a very complicated, confusing performance report for the 

Junior-Senior High School.  Please see complete report for more information about the growth 

of the grades 6 through 8 group of students. 

Summary of Data- EVERGREEN 
The chart below summarizes the percentage of Targets met by Evergreen in 2013-14 compared with the 

previous two school years.  

http://education.state.nj.us/pr/NJSchoolPerformance%20InterpretiveGuide.pdf
http://www.woodburysch.com/about/documents/DistrictStudentPerformanceReport2013-14PerformanceData.pdf
http://www.woodburysch.com/about/documents/DistrictStudentPerformanceReport2013-14PerformanceData.pdf


 For Academic Achievement, the percentage of targets met represents the percentage of 

progress targets met as defined by the NJDOE’s NCLB waiver; that is, that the school will reduce 

by half the percentage of students schoolwide and in specified subgroups who were partially 

proficient in 2010-11 (baseline year) over the course of six years, using equal increments as 

annual targets. Note that this means the proficiency target is higher for each school year.  

 For College and Career Readiness, the percentage of targets met represents whether the school 

was successful in meeting the statewide target of 6 percent of students (or fewer) missing 10 

percent of the total days possible for that individual student during the school year.  

 For Student Growth, the percentage of targets met represents whether the school’s median 

growth score in language arts and mathematics for all students in the school met the statewide 

target of 35. 

EVERGREEN Indicator 
% of Targets Met 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

OVERALL 
PERFORMANCE 

Academic Achievement  100% 50% 17% 

 Language Arts 100% 0% 33% 

 Mathematics 100% 100% 0% 

College and Career Readiness 0% 0% 0% 

 Chronic Absenteeism 0% 0% 0% 

Student Growth 100% 100% 100% 

 Language Arts 100% 100% 100% 

 Mathematics 100% 100% 100% 

 

The charts that follow summarize peer group percentile ranking as well as performance of Evergreen on 

the various performance indicators in 2013-14 compared with the previous two years. Caution should 

be exercised, as peer schools change from year to year: 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Summary of Data - WALNUT 
The chart below summarizes the percentage of Targets met by West End in 2013-14 compared with the 

previous two school years.  

 For Academic Achievement, the percentage of targets met represents the percentage of progress 

targets met as defined by the NJDOE’s NCLB waiver; that is, that the school will reduce by half the 

percentage of students schoolwide and in specified subgroups who were partially proficient in 2010-

11 (baseline year) over the course of six years, using equal increments as annual targets. Note that 

this means the proficiency target is higher for each school year. 

 For College and Career Readiness, the percentage of targets met represents whether the school was 

successful in meeting the statewide target of 6 percent of students (or fewer) missing 10 percent of 

the total days possible for that individual student during the school year.  

 For Student Growth, the percentage of targets met represents whether the school’s median growth 

score in language arts and mathematics for all students in the school met the statewide target of 35. 

WALNUT Indicator 
% of Targets Met 

2011-12 2012-13 2012-14 

OVERALL 
PERFORMANCE 

Academic Achievement  100% 100% 100% 

 Language Arts 100% 100% 100% 

 Mathematics 100% 100% 100% 

College and Career Readiness 0% 0% 0% 

 Chronic Absenteeism 0% 0% 0% 

Student Growth 100% 100% 100% 

 Language Arts 100% 100% 100% 

 Mathematics 100% 100% 100% 

 

The charts that follow summarize peer group percentile ranking as well as performance of Walnut on the 

various performance indicators in 2013-14 compared with the previous two years. Caution should be 

exercised, as peer schools change from year to year: 



 

 



 

    



 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 
Summary of Data – WEST END 
The chart below summarizes the percentage of Targets met by West End in 2013-14 compared with the 

previous two school years.  

 For Academic Achievement, the percentage of targets met represents the percentage of progress 

targets met as defined by the NJDOE’s NCLB waiver; that is, that the school will reduce by half the 

percentage of students schoolwide and in specified subgroups who were partially proficient in 2010-

11 (baseline year) over the course of six years, using equal increments as annual targets. Note that 

this means the proficiency target is higher for each school year. 

 For College and Career Readiness, the percentage of targets met represents whether the school was 

successful in meeting the statewide target of 6 percent of students (or fewer) missing 10 percent of 

the total days possible for that individual student during the school year.  

 For Student Growth, the percentage of targets met represents whether the school’s median growth 

score in language arts and mathematics for all students in the school met the statewide target of 35. 

WEST END Indicator 
% of Targets Met 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

OVERALL 
PERFORMANCE 

Academic Achievement  88% 60% 25% 

 Language Arts 50% 20% 25% 

 Mathematics 80% 100% 25% 

College and Career Readiness 0% 0% 0% 

 Chronic Absenteeism 0% 0% 0% 

Student Growth 50% 0% 0% 

 Language Arts 0% 0% 0% 

 Mathematics 100% 0% 0% 

 

The charts that follow summarize peer group percentile ranking as well as performance of West End on the 

various performance indicators in 2013-14 compared with the previous two years. Caution should be 

exercised, as peer schools change from year to year: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



    

 

 



 

 



 
 
Summary of Data – JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
The chart below summarizes the percentage of Targets met by the Junior-Senior High School in 2013-

14 compared with the previous two school years.  

 For Academic Achievement, the percentage of targets met represents the percentage of 

progress targets met as defined by the NJDOE’s NCLB waiver; that is, that the school will 

reduce by half the percentage of students schoolwide and in specified subgroups who were 

partially proficient in 2010-11 (baseline year) over the course of six years, using equal 

increments as annual targets. Note that this means the proficiency target is higher for each 

school year. 

 For College and Career Readiness, the percentage of targets met represents whether the 

school was successful in meeting statewide targets for each indicator: 80% of students 

participating in SAT or ACT, 60% of students participating in PSAT or PLAN, 40% of students 

scoring above 1550 on SAT, 35% of students taking at least one AP or IB test in English, 

mathematics, social studies, or science, and 75% of tests greater than or equal to 3 (for AP 

tests) or 4 (for IB tests).  

 For Graduation and Post Secondary, the percentage of targets met represents whether the 

succeeded in exceeding the statewide target of 75 percent for graduation rate, and stayed 

under the statewide target of no more than 2 percent for dropout rate. 

JR-SR HIGH Indicator 
% of Targets Met 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

2012-
14 

OVERALL 
PERFORMANCE 

Academic Achievement  75% 83% 33% 

 Language Arts 50% 67% 17% 

 Mathematics 100% 100% 50% 

College and Career Readiness 40% 40% 20% 

 % of Students Participating in SAT or ACT 0% 0% 0% 

 % of students Participating in PSAT or PLAN 100% 100% 0% 

 % of Students Scoring about 1550 on SAT 0% 0% 0% 

 % of Students Taking at least one AP Test of 
IB Test in English, Math, Social Studies, or 
Science 

100% 100% 100% 

 % of AP Tests >=3 or IB Test >= 4 in English, 
Math, Social Studies or Science 

0% 0% 0% 

Graduation and Post-Secondary 50% 100% 50% 

 Overall Graduation Rate 100% 100% 100% 

 Dropout Rate* 0% 100% 0% 

*note: in 2013-14, the school missed the statewide target of 2.0% by 0.2 

percentage point.  

The charts that follow summarize peer group percentile ranking as well as performance of the Junior-

Senior High School on the various performance indicators in 2013-14 compared with the previous two 

years. Caution should be exercised, as peer schools change from year to year: 
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APPENDIX – NJDOE SCHOOL PERFORMANCE REPORTS 
 

Evergreen 2013-14 School Performance Report: 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/pr/1314/15/155860090.pdf 

 

Walnut 2013-14 School Performance Report: 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/pr/1314/15/155860100.pdf 

 

West End 2013-14 School Performance Report: 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/pr/1314/15/155860110.pdf 

 

Junior-Senior High School 2013-14 School Performance Report: 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/pr/1314/15/155860050.pdf 
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