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Recommended Summer Reading for All High School students (teachers and parents too!) 

One Summer, One School, One Book  

The Book Thief 
by Markus Zusak 

Lǘ ƛǎ мфофΣ bŀȊƛ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƪȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊǎΥ άǿŀȄȅ 

ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣέ άŎƭƻǳŘ-ǎǇŀǘ ōƭǳŜΣέ άŘŀǊƪ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΣέ άǊŜŘΧƭƛƪŜ ǎƻǳǇΣ ōƻƛƭƛƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎΦέ 5ŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ōǳǎȅΦ  

Liesel Meminger and her younger brother are en route to live with a 

German foster family outside of Munich. Their mother must leave 

them, because of an unfamiliar wordτKommunist. 

Along ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ 5ŜŀǘƘ ǘŀƪŜǎ [ƛŜǎŜƭΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ At his 

gravesite, she discovers a black book with silver 

writing on it lodged in the snow. It is The 

DǊŀǾŜŘƛƎƎŜǊΩǎ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ. It will change her life. 

{ƻ ōŜƎƛƴǎ [ƛŜǎŜƭΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ 

Markus ZusakΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƴŜǿ ƴƻǾŜƭΣ THE BOOK 

THIEF. Set in WWII Germany and narrated by the 

poetic and haunting voice of Death, this remarkable 

story explores the power of words and their ability to 

incite, to destroy, and also to heal. 

In THE BOOK THIEF we follow an illiterate Liesel as 

she embarks on a new life with her foster parents, 

Hans and Rosa Hubermann. With the help of her quiet, accordion-

playing foster father, Liesel learns to read, first from her prized 

DǊŀǾŜŘƛƎƎŜǊΩǎ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻlen treasures, 

including a banned book that Liesel dangerously pulls from a Nazi 

book-ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΦ [ƛŜǎŜƭΩǎ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ 

read and understand what is going on around her. With no money to 

buy her coveted books, Liesel secretly snatches them, just as she 

and her family secretly hide a Jewish man named Max in their 

basement. Soon Liesel is reading to her neighbors during bombing 

raids, as well as to her new Jewish friend, who writes stories for 

Liesel on the painted pages of a copy of Mein Kampf. It is one of the 

few books she does not steal. 

As the story progresses, Death takes several lives, but Liesel and her 

ōƻƻƪǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ƘƛƳΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ 5ŜŀǘƘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ 

ŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦέ [ƛŜǎŜƭΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙope, a story 

about a girl who finds and latches onto fragments of beauty amidst 

incredible sadness and hardship.  At the age of 30, Zusak has already 

ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ 

novelists. With the publication of The Book Thief, he is now being 

ŘǳōōŜŘ ŀ ΨƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΩ ōȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ 

critics. Zusak is the award-winning author of four 

previous books for young adults: The Underdog, 

Fighting Ruben Wolfe, Getting the Girl, and I Am the 

Messenger, recipient of a 2006 Printz Honor for 

excellence in young adult literature. He lives in Sydney. 

Praise for The Book Thief: 

"The Book Thief will be appreciated for Mr. Zusak's 

audacity, also on display in his earlier I Am the 

Messenger. It will be widely read and admired 

because it tells a story in which books become 

treasures. And because there's no arguing 

with a sentiment like that."  -New York Times 

"The Book Thief is unsettling and unsentimental, yet 

ultimately poetic. Its grimness and tragedy run 

through the reader's mind like a black-and-white movie, bereft of 

the colors of life. Zusak may not have lived under Nazi domination, 

but The Book Thief deserves a place on the same shelf with The 

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel's Night. It 

seems poised to become a classic."  

- USA Today 

½ǳǎŀƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǳƎŀǊŎƻŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǎǘŜƴǎƛōƭȅ 

gloomy subject bearable the same way Kurt Vonnegut did in 

Slaughterhouse-FiveΥ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƛƳΣ ŘŀǊƪƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛƴƎ ƘǳƳƻǊΦέ - Time 

Magazine 

 

"Markus Zusak." Markus Zusak: Press. Random House, Inc, 

2006. Web. 14 May 2010. 

<http://www.randomhouse.com/features/markuszusak/

press_release.html>.



RISING 6TH GRADE SUMMER READING  

Sixth grade students are expected to read books of their own choice. Several new books are 

recommended:  

 
Room One by Andrew Clements  

 
In small Nebraska town, Ted is the only sixth-grader among four fourth-

graders and four eighth-graders. His membership in the 4H Club is one of 

his few activities not counting completing his farm chores or delivering 

newspapers, to keep himself from being lonely, he reads mystery books 

until he finds his own mystery with its own secret.  Ted finds a young girl and puts all of 

his detective skills to the test in order to solve the mystery.  He faces a choice that he 

must decide on his own.  

 

Double Identity by Margaret Peterson Haddix  
  

A sobbing mom, an overwrought dad and Bethany, aged twelve, arrive at a 

small town in the middle of the night.  There she learns that she is to stay 

with stay with someone her parents call "Aunt Myrlie." Amazingly enough, 

her parents leave without her, change their cell numbers and force her to 

ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  /ƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǘΣ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ άōŜ 

ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦέ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜΦ  

 

The Big Field by Mike Lupica  
 
 Hutch has always played shortstop like his father, a former pro. When he is 

ŘŜƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŀǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ŀǊǊȅƭ ά5-²ƛƭƭέ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ 

the team, he feels as if his hopes have ended. Hutch manages to accept his 

fate until he notices that his father and the new shortstop are hurting him 

purposefully ς by working together. To make matters worse, the league championship is 

up for grabs.    
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7TH GRADE SUMMER READING  

Students will choose between The Pigman and Snowbound for their summer reading.  An assessment 

on the chosen novel will be given during the first full week of school in September. 

 

The Pigman by Paul Zindel 

 For sophomores John and Lorraine, the world feels meaningless; nothing is 

important. They certainly can never please their parents, and school is a 

chore. To pass the time, they play pranks on unsuspecting people. It's 

during one of these pranks that they meet the "Pigman"--a fat, balding old 

man with a crazy smile plastered on his face. In spite of themselves, John 

and Lorraine soon find that they're caught up in Mr. Pignati's zest for life. 

In fact, they become so involved that they begin to destroy the only corner of the world 

that's ever mattered to them. 

  

Snowbound by Harry Mazer 

  At fifteen, Tony Laporte is what many people would call a spoiled kid. He 

gets away with a lot because his parents want him to have all the things 

they never had. But when they surprise him by refusing to let him keep a 

stray dog he has found, Tony decides to teach them a lesson by running off 

in his mother's old Plymouth. Driving without a license in the middle of a 

severe snowstorm, he picks up a hitchhiker named Cindy Reichert. To 

impress Cindy, Tony tries to show off his driving skills and ends up wrecking the car in a 

very desolated area far from the main highway. They finally realize that their lives are at 

stake and they must cooperate to survive. The question is--can they survive? 
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8TH GRADE SUMMER READING  
Choose any 1 book from the list below; a SHORT test will be given the first week of school on the book 

of your choice from the list below.  

 
The Wave by Todd Strasser  

 The Wave is based on a true incident that occurred in a high school history class in Palo Alto, 
California, in 1969. The powerful forces of group pressure that pervaded many historic 
movements such as Nazism are recreated in the classroom when history teacher Burt Ross 
introduces a "new" system to his students. Before long "The Wave," with its rules of "strength 
through discipline, community, and action", sweeps from the classroom through the entire 
school. And as most of the students join the movement, Laurie Saunders and David Collins 
recognize the frightening momentum of "The Wave" and realize they must stop it before it's 

too late. 

How to be Popular by Meg Cabot 
 Do you want to be popular? Everyone wants to be popularτor at least, Stephanie Landry 
does. Steph's been the least popular girl in her class since a certain cherry Super Big Gulp 
catastrophe five years earlier. Does being popular matter? It matters very muchτto Steph. 
That's why, this year, she has a plan to get in with the It Crowd in no time flat. She's got a 
secret weapon: an old book calledτwhat else?τHow to Be Popular. What does it take to be 
popular? All Steph has to do is follow the instructions in The Book, and soon she'll be partying 
with the It Crowd (including school quarterback Mark Finley) instead of sitting on The Hill 

Saturday nights, stargazing with her nerdy best pal Becca, and even nerdier Jason (now kind of hot, but 
still), whose passion for astronomy Steph once shared. Who needs red dwarves when you're invited to 
the hottest parties in town? But don't forget the most important thing about popularity! It's easy to 
become popular. What isn't so easy? Staying that way.  

A Child Called It by Dave Pelzer (more mature themes) 
 Author Dave Pelzer shares his unforgettable story of the many abuses he suffered at the 
hands of his alcoholic mother and the averted eyes of his neglectful father. Someone with no 
one to turn to, his dreams barely kept him alive. Through each of his struggles, readers will 
find themselves enduring his pain, comforting his loneliness and fighting for his will to 
survive. This compelling story will awaken the reader to the horrifying truth about child 
abuse -- and the ability people have to make a difference. 

 

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson 

 We've all read plenty of stories about teen moms. In most of these tales, the moms are raising 
their babies by themselves because the dads are irresponsible, uninvolved, or just plain absent.  
Aren't there any good teen-age dads out there?  In The First Part Last, the story of a teen 
father's growing love for his baby daughter, Angela Johnson turns the tables as she revisits a 
character from her award-winning novel, Heaven. Bobby is an ambitious young man. An aspiring 

artist with talented parents, he is poised to graduate early from high school. But when his girlfriend 
Nia surprises him on his sixteenth birthday with the news of her pregnancy, Bobby's whole world 
turns upside down. 
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9TH GRADE SUMMER READING  
 

S UGGESTED SUMMER READING FOR ALL INCOMING FRESHMAN  

The Gates by John Connolly 

Young Samuel Johnson and his dachshund, Boswell, are trying to show initiative by trick-or-

treating a full three days before Halloween, which is how they come to witness strange 

goings-on at 666 Crowley Road. The Abernathys don't mean any harm by their flirtation 

with the underworld, but when they unknowingly call forth Satan himself, they create a gap 

in the universe, a gap through which a pair of enormous gates is visible. The gates to Hell. 

And there are some pretty terrifying beings just itching to get out....  

Can one small boy defeat evil? Can he harness the power of science, faith, and love to save the world as 

we know it?  

Bursting with imagination and impossible to put down, The Gates is about the pull between good and 

evil, physics and fantasy. It is about a quirky and eccentric boy, who is impossible not to love, and the 

unlikely cast of characters who give him the strength to stand up to a demonic power.  

 The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly 

High in his attic bedroom, twelve-year-old David mourns the death of his mother, with 

only the books on his shelf for company. But those books have begun to whisper to him in 

the darkness. Angry and alone, he takes refuge in his imagination and soon finds that 

reality and fantasy have begun to meld. While his family falls apart around him, David is 

violently propelled into a world that is a strange reflection of his own ς populated by 

heroes and monsters and ruled by a faded king who keeps his secrets in a mysterious 

book, The Book of Lost Things.  

 The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley 

It's the beginning of a lazy summer in 1950 at the sleepy English village of Bishop's Lacey. 

Up at the great house of Buckshaw, aspiring chemist Flavia de Luce passes the time 

tinkering in the laboratory she's inherited from her deceased mother and an eccentric 

great uncle. When Flavia discovers a murdered stranger in the cucumber patch outside her 

bedroom window early one morning, she decides to leave aside her flasks and Bunsen 

burners to solve the crime herself, much to the chagrin of the local authorities. But who 

can blame her? What else does an eleven-year-old science prodigy have to do when left to her own 

devices? With her widowed father and two older sisters far too preoccupied with their own pursuits and 

passionsτstamp collecting, adventure novels, and boys respectivelyτFlavia takes off on her trusty 

bicycle Gladys to catch a murderer.  
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 The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz 

The titular Oscar is a 300-pound-plus "lovesick ghetto nerd" with zero game (except for 

Dungeons & Dragons) who cranks out pages of fantasy fiction with the hopes of becoming 

a Dominican J.R.R. Tolkien. The book is also the story of a multi-generational family curse 

that courses through the book, leaving troubles and tragedy in its wake. 

  

Any of the following series:  The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Series, by Alexander McCall Smith 

The agency is located in Gaborone, capital of Botswana. Its founder is a Motswana woman, 

Mma Precious Ramotswe, who features as the stories' protagonist and main detective. The 

episodic novels are as much about the adventures and foibles of different characters as they 

are about solving mysteries. 

  

Any of these books would keep our students engaged and several of the authors writing 

techniques are discussed in literature classes at the college level, i.e. Junot Diaz, a Rutgers 

University graduate, has given several book talks around the country on how he became 

a world class author. 

Other good reads include the following: 

The People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom 
Farewell to Manzanar by  Jeanne Wakatsuki-Houston 
Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
That Was Then, This is Now by S.E. Hinton  
 

REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR STUDENTS ENTERING 9TH GRADE HONORS 

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 

 ά¢ƘŜ .Ŝŀƴ ¢ǊŜŜǎέ ōȅ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ YƛƴƎǎƻƭǾŜǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ 

different angles - commitment to yourself to follow your heart; commitment to 

others, even someone who is difficult to love; and commitment to your ideals, 

even when faced with physical harm.  The novel follows the growing self-

awareness of Marietta who decides to flee her small town, leaving everything 

behind, even her name.  When her Volkswagen runs out of gas in Taylorville, 

Illinois, she decides that her new name will be Taylor.  Her car breaks down in 

Oklahoma.  While the car gets repaired, Taylor stops to get something to eat but ends 

up with something much more ς a child.  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ƭŀǘŎhes on so 

fiercely that Taylor is reminded of a mud turtle that won't let go of something. Taylor 

names the girl Turtle.  The novel traces their story and development into a family. 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Junot%20D%C3%ADaz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaborone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tswana_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precious_Ramotswe
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10TH GRADE SUMMER READING  
 

S UGGESTED SUMMER READING FOR ALL INCOMING SOPHOMORES  

Rocket Boys - Homer H. Hickam  

The author traces the boyhood enthusiasm for rockets that eventually led to a career 
at NASA, describing how he built model rockets in the family garage in West Virginia, 
inspired by the launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik. Tour. 

 

 

Rebecca - Daphne Du Maurier 

At the great Cornwall estate of Manderley, Maxim de Winter and his frightened new 
wife try to live with the haunting legacy of Maxim's first wife, the beautiful and cold 
Rebecca, who died in a sailing accident. 

 

 

Day of Infamy - Walter Lord  

A sixtieth anniversary of the classic documentary of the December 7, 1941 attack 
on Pearl Harbor describes the events of the surprise Japanese campaign, its impact 
on American history, and people's reaction to it, based on eyewitness accounts, 
diaries, letters, newspaper articles, and official military files.  

 

The Perks of Being a Teenage Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 

What is most notable about this funny, touching, memorable first novel from 
Stephen Chbosky is the resounding accuracy with which the author captures the 
voice of a boy teetering on the brink of adulthood. Charlie is a freshman. And 
while's he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. He's a 
wallflower--shy and introspective, and intelligent beyond his years, if not very 
savvy in the social arts. We learn about Charlie through the letters he writes to 
someone of undisclosed name, age, and gender, a stylistic technique that adds to 
the heart-wrenching earnestness saturating this teen's story. Charlie encounters 

the same struggles that many kids face in high school--how to make friends, the intensity of a 
crush, family tensions, a first relationship, exploring sexuality, experimenting with drugs --but he 
must also deal with his best friend's recent suicide. Charlie's letters take on the intimate feel of a 
journal as he shares his day-to-day thoughts and feelings. 
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Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes  by Chris Crutcher 

Sarah Byrnes and Eric have been friends for years. When they were children, his fat 

and her terrible scars made them both outcasts. Later, although swimming slimmed 

Eric, she stayed his closest friend. Now Sarah Byrnes -- the smartest, toughest person 

Eric has ever known -- sits silent in a hospital. Eric must uncover the terrible secret 

she's hiding, before its dark currents pull them both under.  

 

REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR STUDENTS ENTERING 10TH GRADE HONORS 

 
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
 

William Golding's classic tale about English schoolboys who are plane-wrecked on 

a deserted island is just as disturbing and relevant as when it was first published in 

1954. At first, the isolated boys work as a unit, attempting to fulfill their needs and 

search for a rescue plan. Despite the efforts of one boy who valiantly tries to 

impose civilized rule, many would prefer to swim, play, or hunt the island's wild pig 

population. Soon rules are being ignored or challenged outright. Golding's gripping 

novel explores the boundary between human reason and animal instinct, all on the 

brutal playing field of adolescent competition. 
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11TH GRADE SUMMER READING  
 
S UGGESTED SUMMER READING FOR ALL INCOMING JUNIORS  

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie  

Alexie's first young adult novel is a semiautobiographical chronicle of Arnold Spirit, aka 

Junior, a Spokane Indian from Wellpinit, Washington. The bright 14-year-old was born 

with water on the brain, is regularly the target of bullies, and loves to draw. He sees the 

world as a series of broken dams and floods, and his cartoons are tiny little lifeboats. He 

expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation school to the rich, white school in 

Reardan, but soon finds himself making friends with both geeky and popular students and starting on 

the basketball team. The many characters with whom he has dealings are portrayed with compassion 

and verve. The pencil cartoons drawn within the story reflect the artist within Junior. The teen's 

determination to both improve himself and overcome poverty, despite the handicaps of birth, 

circumstances, and race, delivers a positive message in a low-key manner. 

 

Life at These Speeds by Jeremy Jackson 

Kevin Schuler is a high school long distance runner in a small town in Missouri.  In middle 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ƪƛlled in a car accident on the way home from a meet.  

Now in high school, Kevin must deal with the repressed memories of his lost friends while 

challenging to become the greatest high school long distance runner in the United States.  

Kevin battles his inner demons as he tries to find himself as a teenager unsure of what he 

wants to do in life.   

 

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser (non-fiction) 

On any given day, one out of four Americans opts for a quick and cheap meal at a fast-food 

restaurant. Fast food is so common that it now seems as American, and harmless, as apple 

pie. But the industry's drive for consolidation, homogenization, and speed has radically 

transformed America's diet, landscape, economy, and workforce, often in insidiously 

destructive ways.  

Schlosser, an award-winning journalist, moves behind the counter with the overworked and underpaid 

teenage workers, onto the factory farms where the potatoes and beef are grown, and into the 

slaughterhouses run by giant meatpacking corporations. Schlosser wants you to know why those 

French-fries taste so good (with a visit to the world's largest flavor company) and "what really lurks 

between those sesame-seed buns." 
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Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Márquez  

A man returns to the town where a baffling murder took place 27 years earlier, 

determined to get to the bottom of the story. Just hours after marrying the beautiful 

Angela Vicario, everyone agrees, Bayardo San Roman returned his bride in disgrace to her 

parents. Her distraught family forced her to name her first lover; and her twin brothers 

announced their intention to murder Santiago Nasar for dishonoring their sister.  

 

Yet if everyone knew the murder was going to happen, why did no one intervene to stop it? The more 

that is learned, the less is understood, and as the story races to its inexplicable conclusion, an entire 

society--not just a pair of murderersτis put on trial. 

 

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (non-fiction) 

After graduating from Emory University in Atlanta in 1992, top student and athlete 

Christopher McCandless abandoned his possessions, gave his entire $24,000 savings 

account to charity and hitchhiked to Alaska, where he went to live in the wilderness. Four 

months later, he turned up dead. His diary, letters and two notes found at a remote 

campsite tell of his desperate effort to survive. Krakauer traces the story of his life through 

interviews with those who knew McCandless.  Krakauer is also the author of Into Thin Air. 
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING AND ASSIGNMENTS FOR AP ENGLISH 11: 

The Required Commitment to achieve success will be substantial.  Please read the following pages 

carefully and then sign and date the attached form.   

The Course will focus on the central theme of how language impacts our lives, and how we can control it 

effectively. Given the rigorous nature of the course and the AP English Language and Composition exam, 

we will need to begin preparing, reading, and writing over the summer.  The work you do over the 

summer will be tied to MAJOR ASSESSMENTS which will impact your first and second marking period 

grades.  In addition to impacting grades, these assignments will form the basis of much of our class 

discussions and activities throughout the first semester of the school year, so it is crucial that all tasks 

are completed. 

PART 1-AP English 11 

All AP English 11 students must read the following: 

1984 by George Orwell 

 

 

They must also read one of these two books: 

 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

  

   or 

 

hƴŜ CƭŜǿ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳŎƪƻƻΩǎ bŜǎǘ by Ken Kesey 

 

A limited quantity of each book will be available at the end of the school year on a first 

come, first serve basis. 

As You Read: 

As you read each novel, keep a log of quotes to prove each of the following statements or themes.  You 

should have at least five (5) quotes for each statement for each book (be sure to note page numbers). 

1. Conformity takes away freedoms. 
2. Language is utilized as a method of control. 
3. The individual is not important to the hierarchal structure. 
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4. The methods of control are harsh and administered with little care for the victims. 
Forty (40) points will be given based on completion of this assignment to be turned in on the second day 

of classes. 

 

The Assessments of your thorough reading of these texts will occur the second week of the first 

semester.  The first assessment will consist of a series of passages from 1984 for which you will have to 

write the following: 

1. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ όōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜΚ ²Ŝ  
will discuss this in much more detail and practice in week one) 

2. The significance of the passage with a focus on character and theme 

 
This will count as a 100-point test for the first marking period. 
The second assessment will deal with your close reading of the both 1984 and the self-selected 
novel (Fahrenheit 451 or hƴŜ CƭŜǿ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳŎƪƻƻΩǎ bŜǎǘ).  Students will write a no-less-than-
three-page paper comparing and contrasting the two societies in the two novels that they have 
read over the summer.  More details will follow about this paper assignment upon return to 
school in the first quarter of the year. 

 

PART II- AP English 11 

Essay reading . . . is a bit more flexible, in that you will select four (4) essays from the list below.  All of 

these essays are available online or through a public library.  

 James Baldwin, Stranger in the Village 

 Nicholson Baker, Recipe 

 Isra Javed Bhatty, wŜǇǇƛƴΩ LǎƭŀƳ 

 Leon Botstein, Let Teenagers Try 
Adulthood 

 Judy Brady, I Want a Wife 

 William F. Buckley, ²Ƙȅ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²Ŝ 
Complain? 

 Joan Didion, On Keeping a Notebook 

 Annie Dillard, The Stunt Pilot 

 Barbara Ehrenreich, In Defense of Talk 
Shows 

 Henry Louis Gates Jr, My Yiddishe 
Mama 

 Stephen Jay Gould, ¢ƘŜ aŜŘƛŀƴ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ 
Message 

 Angelina Grimké, Speech in 
Pennsylvania Hall 

 S. I. Hayakawa, How Dictionaries Are 
Made 

 Robert Kennedy, On the Death of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Jonathan Kozol, The Human Cost of an 
Illiterate Society 

 Jhumpa Lahiri, My Two Lives 

 Thomas Lynch, Bodies in Motion and at 
Rest 

 John McCain, ¢ƻǊǘǳǊŜΩǎ ¢ŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ¢ƻƭƭ 

 Bill McKibben, Pie in the Sky 

 Malcolm X, A Homemade Education 

 Leonard Pitts, On 9/11: Innocence Was 
Lost Once Again 

 Katha Pollitt, ²Ƙȅ .ƻȅǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ tƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
Dolls 

 Ronald Reagan, A Time for Choosing 

 Rick Reilly, The Real New York Giants 
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 Richard Rorty, The Unpatriotic Academy 

 Mary Sherry, In Praise of the F Word 

 James Thurber, University Days 

 William Zinsser, College Pressures 
 

As you read your four (4) essays, annotate the text by highlighting/underling as you read and making notations in the 

margins.  Look for usage of figurative language, facts, figures, and other rhetorical strategies throughout the text.    Bring 

printed copies (books or online print outs) and annotations to our second class together, along with full sentence 

answers to each of the following questions for each essay. (40 points) 

Questions to Consider as You Read 

1. LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ !ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ {ǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ¢ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

voice. 

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŀȅΚ 

3. ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎǘȅƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΚ 

4. How does the author appeal to his/her audience? Does he/she use statistics? Emotions? Logic? What 

examples are there to support this? 

 

The Assessment (150 points + process points) . . . of your reading and annotation of the essays will come in the form of 

several rhetorical analysis essays during the first and second quarters.  These papers will be written following extensive 

in-class discussions on rhetorical devices and strategies that authors use.  Students will select three of the four essays 

that they read and write one 3-page paper on each over the course of the first two quarters (for a total of three analysis 

papers).   Each paper will be a fifty- (50) point assignment. 

As you can see, each of these components will form a large basis for the first few months of the school year.  Because of 

this, it is vital that you make the commitment to these tasks.   

Please note:  Parents, please understand that the assessments for summer work will have a substantial impact on your 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ  Even if your child enrolls in the class after the summer, he/she must complete all of the 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  

Have a wonderful summer.  Happy reading and I look forward to seeing you in September. 

Mr. Delaney 

sdelaney@woodburysch.com 
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12TH GRADE SUMMER READING  
 

S UGGESTED SUMMER READING FOR ALL INCOMING SENIORS  

Dracula by Bram Stoker 

One of the ǘǿƻ άƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ ƎƻǘƘƛŎ ƴƻǾŜƭǎ όǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ Frankenstein by Mary Shelley) Dracula concerns 

itself with an ancient vampire who has decided to move from his ancestral home in the Carpathian 

Mountains to gaslight England. His motive is simple unadulterated bad guy logic, subjugate humanity and 

make a master race of vampires. Once Dracula gets to England, vampire hell breaks loose. He starts 

making eneƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŜƳȅǎΩ girlfriends and wives.  LǘΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘƳŀƴΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ IŀǊƪŜǊΣ 

who firsǘ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊǎ 5ǊŀŎǳƭŀΩǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜ.  In classic gothic novel style, the good 

guys rally, stake Mina Harker, one of their own, in a great eerie scene, and drive Dracula out of England. Will they 

ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŀǾŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊŀŎǳƭŀΩǎ ŜǾƛƭ ǇƭŀƴΚ 

 

Interview with a Vampire by Anne Rice 

Interview with a Vampire is the first book of the popular vampire chronicles. In this book, the reader is 

introduced to Lestat by Louis who is telling the story to a journalist. As Louis tells the story, even the jaded 

skeptic believes him.  For many fans of the vampire chronicles Lestat remains their favorite character. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜϥǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ sleepless night as 

you delve into the world of Lestat and Louis.   

 

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by Seth Grahame-Smith 

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies is a revised edition of the adored Jane Austen novel featuring all-new 

scenes of bone-crunching zombie chaos. As the story begins, a weird disease has fallen upon the silent 

English village of Meryton and the dead are being raised to life. Spirited heroin, Elizabeth Bennet, is 

determined to eradicate the zombie nuisance, but she's soon sidetracked by the arrival of the proud and 

supercilious Mr. Darcy. What results is a wonderful comedy of etiquettes with plenty of cultured sparring 

between the two juvenile lovers and even more violent hurly-burly on the blood-soaked battleground as Elizabeth 

launches fierce war against multitudes of flesh-eating zombies. Will she crush the offspring of Satan and overcome the 

common unfairness of the class-conscious grounded gentry? Filled entirely with romantic saga, catastrophe, 

swordfights, cannibalism, and thousands of putrid carcasses, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies revises a masterwork of 

world literature into something equally enjoyable. 
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And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

Ten people are invited under various guises to spend some time on Indian Island. Some are led to believe 

that they are being invited for a free holiday by an acquaintance of theirs; others are invited on to the 

island to work. The guests find it strange that their hosts are not available to meet them on arrival, but 

they settle down to an enjoyable meal and get to know one another. .After dinner, all are startled to hear 

a stranger's voice coming out of nowhere that names each of the guests and a crime that each of them has 

committed, but has not been charged for. Shortly afterwards, Tony Marston dies after drinking whisky 

laced with cyanide. Shortly afterwards, the guests are surprised to note that the ten porcelain soldiers used as a table 

decoration have now been reduced to nine. 

The next day, more deaths occur and gradually the guests begin to realize that they are unlikely to escape the island 

with their lives. After each death, modeled on a poem called Ten Little Soldier Boys, which describes the end of each 

soldier, another porcelain soldier disappears from the middle of the table. Yet after an extensive search of the island, it 

is discovered that there is no-one else on the island; therefore, it must be one of them. With no telephone and no help 

coming from the mainland, the surviving guests must work out who the murderer is before it is too late. 

 

{ŀƭŜƳΩǎ [ƻǘ by Stephen King 

Stephen King with no doubt is regarded and is one of the best horror fiction writers... or just the "King of 

IƻǊǊƻǊǎΦέ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ [ƻǘ ƛǎ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜ novels 

ever written.  aǊΦ .Ŝƴ aŜŀǊǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ {ŀƭŜƳΩǎ Lƻǘ ƻǊ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ Lot to write his novel. He 

meets Susan Norton, who becomes his love interest. The Marsten House, which is connected with a 

horrid incident of murder and suicide, is bought by two strange people--Strake and Barlow. Characters 

collaborate to unravel the mystery behind the strange disappearances and murders that begin to occur. 
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Required Summer Reading and assignments for students entering AP English 12: 

The Required Commitment to achieve success will be substantial.  Please read the following pages carefully and then, if 

you decide to enroll in the course, sign and date the attached form.   

 The Course will be arranged in thematic units beginning with the theme of Self Discovery: Ways of Knowing & Seeing. 

Given the rigorous nature of the course and the AP Literature and Composition exam, we will need to begin preparing, 

reading, and writing over the summer.  The work you do over the summer will be tied to MAJOR ASSESSMENTS which 

will impact your first and second marking period grades.  

PART 1- AP English 12 

The Required Fiction and Non-Fiction Selections . . .  follow: 

 Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 

  

 

 

  How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

 

 

 

Questions to Consider as You Read 

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ {ƛŘŘƘŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΚ  ²Ƙȅ Řƻ 

you think so? 

2. Does Siddhartha remind you of any other book or movie that you have read? 

3. !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ CƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛsh professor read differently from most high school students? 

4. What are some patterns/themes that Foster suggests readers might look for in literature? 

5. Do you see any of these patterns that are discussed in Foster in Siddhartha?  

 

The Assessment. (100 points) of your thorough reading of these texts will occur the second week of the first marking 

period.  It will consist of a series of passages from Siddhartha for which you will have to write the following: 

1. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ όōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ, when, and where? We  
will discuss this in much more detail and practice this process in week one) 

 

2. The significance of the passage with a focus on character and theme 
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3. Notable techniques used and their purpose 

 

PART II- AP English 12 

The Required Poetry Reading. . . is a bit more flexible, in that you will choose a poet from the following list.  No two 

students may choose the same poet, and I must know your choice before the end of this school year.  If you should wish 

to study a poet not on this list, plŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

selection. 

Maya Angelou 

Matthew Arnold 

John Ashberry 

W. H. Auden 

Elizabeth Bishop 

William Blake 

Gwendolyn Brooks 

Lucille Clifton 

S. T. Coleridge 

Countee Cullen 

e.e. cummings 

Emily Dickinson 

John Donne 

Rita Dove 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti 

Robert Frost 

Nikki Giovanni 

Robert Hayden 

Seamus Heaney 

Robert Herrick 

A.E.Housman 

Langston Hughes 

Ted Hughes 

John Keats 

Robert Lowell 

Pablo Neruda  

Wilfred Owen 

Robert Pinsky 

Sylvia Plath 

Ezra Pound 

Adrienne Rich 

Theodore Roethke 

Christina Rossetti 

Carl Sandburg 

Anne Sexton 

William Shakespeare 

P. B. Shelley 

Stevie Smith 

Edmund Spenser 

Wislawa Szymborska 

Dylan Thomas 

John Updike 

Derek Walcott 

Walt Whitman 

Richard Wilbur 

William C. Williams 

William Wordswort

You must read a minimum of 6-8 poems by your selected poet.  As you read and annotate, look for 

common themes, images, uses of form and figurative language in the poems.  Bring printed copies 

(books or online print outs) and annotations to our second class together, along with paragraph 

answers to each of the following questions. (30 points) 
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Questions to Consider as You Read 

1. What common themes do you find in the poems? 

2. What is the purpose/are the purposes of these poems? 

3. ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛǎκƘŜr style? 

4. How does the poet use structure to complement meaning? 

5. How does the poet use titles? 

6. Who are the speakers in the poems? 

 

The Assessment (150 points + process points) . . . of your reading and annotation of the poems will 

come in the form of a biographical literary analysis senior paper.  The paper will include research and 

documentation and therefore will take 4-5 weeks to complete.  A major grade for the class, the paper 

will be 8-10 pages in length.  This senior paper is also a graduation requirement. 

Please note:  Parents, please understand that the assessments for summer work will have a substantial 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ  Even if your child enrolls in the class after the summer, 

he/she must complete all of the summer workΦέ  

 

Have a wonderful summer.  Happy reading.   See you in September. 

 

Mrs. Luthke 

 

 

 

 


