
Unbroken Study Guide:English 9-12   ___________________ 

 

*The format of the summer reading test will be 20 matching questions (10 people and 10 places/things) and 3 

essays.  The essay topics will be modified from questions in this guide.  Students will have five essay choices. 

*There will be multiple versions of the test, so virtually all of the information contained in this guide will be 

used on one of the test versions.  *The test will be administered on or near Tuesday September 12th, 2017 

*This guide will be due before the test and will be used as extra credit by your English teacher 

Characters/People:Describe each person’s significance to the text and/or the life of the main character 

 

1. Louis Silvie Zamperini 

 

2. Cecile Perry 

 

3. Sueharu Kitamura 

 

4. Pete Zamperini 

 

5. Cynthia Applewhite Zamperini 

 

6. William Harris 

 

7. John Fitzgerald 

 

8. Don Lash 

 

9. Mutsuhiro Watanabe 

 

10. Louise Zamperini 

 

11. Jimmie Sasaki 

 

12. Yukichi Cano 

 

13. Francis “Mac” McNamara 

 

14. Glenn Cunningham 

 

15. Gunnar Hoeckert 

 

16. Billy Graham 

 

17. Russell Allen Phillips 

 

Places/Things: describe each item and its significance to the text or the life of the main character 

 

1. Torrance, California 

 

2. Berlin 1936 

 

3. B-24 Liberator 



 

4. Radio Tokyo Studio 

 

5. Superman 

 

6. Eugenics 

 

7. Nauru 

 

8. Kwajalein 

 

9. Mt. Misumine 

 

10. B-29 Superfortress 

 

11. Omori 

 

12. Green Hornet 

 

13. Naoetsu 

 

14. Cahuilla Indian Reservation 

 

15. Ofuna 

 

16. Gaga 

 

17. Norden Bombsight 

 

18. Victory Boys Camp 

 

19.  Rape of Nanking, 1937 

 

 

Unbroken Study Guide:English 9-12   ___________________ 

 

Essay Topics: These topics (or topics very similar to them) will be used on the Summer Reading Test.  To 

receive full credit for this study guide, include notes/pre-writing and/or bullet points for ANY FIVE(5) of the 

listed topics.  Use additional paper for these notes & your teacher MAY allow you to use these notes on the 

exam… 

 

1.  Explain how Louie Zamperini’s career as a child scofflaw contributed to his success in surviving WWII. 

 

2. Analyze how the Japanese notions of racial superiority combined with the Japanese “culture of honor” 

contributed to the treatment of POW’s during WWII. 

 

3. Describe the key differences between the B-17, B-24 and B-29 bombers and the key strategic advantages to 

each aircraft. 

 



4.  How and why does Louie manage to escape the downed aircraft that was on the rescue mission to 

Palmyra?  To what forces does Louie later attribute his escape?  Discuss/entertain other explanations for his 

escape. 

 

5. Explain how and why a choice of attitude may have contributed to the survival of 2 of the men on the liferaft 

and the death of the 3rd man on the liferaft in the Pacific Ocean. 

 

6. Discuss this idea in the context of the novel: “Dignity is as essential to human life as water, food, and 

oxygen.  The stubborn retention of it, even in the face of extreme physical hardship, can hold a man’s soul in his 

body long past the point at which the body should have surrendered it” (189). 

 

7. Explain how both cultural, educational and military indoctrination of Japanese soldiers made it likely that 

each soldier would rather fight to the death than be captured and held as a POW. 

 

8. Describe and explain what Frederick Douglass called, “the fatal poison of irresponsible power” (202) and 

discuss the relevance of this idea to the treatment of POW’s and the behavior of their captors in Japanese prison 

camps during WWII. 

 

9. Discuss the reaction of the Zamperini family to the news that Louie was lost and sea and declared dead.  How 

is their reaction both typical and atypical of families with MIA’s? 

Essay Topics: These topics (or topics very similar to them) will be used on the Summer Reading Test.  To 

receive full credit for this study guide, include notes/pre-writing and/or bullet points for ANY FIVE(5) of the 

listed topics.  Use additional paper for these notes & your teacher MAY allow you to use these notes on the 

exam… 

 

10. “Gaga died.  Of all the things he witnessed in war, Louie would say, this was the worst” (231).  What made 

this “crime” so horrible in the eyes of the POW’s?  Understanding the story and the ordeal that Louie went 

through, do you feel that his reaction to the death of Gaga was appropriate or inappropriate?  Explain. 

 

11. Explain how the advancement of the military career of Mutsuhiro Watanabe may have contributed to his 

attitude towards and treatment of the prisoners in his camps and particularly his treatment of Louie Zamperini. 

 

 

12. Describe the “guerilla war” (248) waged by the prisoners in several Japanese camps.  How and why did the 

prisoners continue to take chances with their lives in pursuing this course of action? 

 

13. Louie refuses the opportunity to become an “enemy propagandist” (266-267) and therefore suffers even 

more when he is returned to the POW Camps.  In your opinion, why did he do so, and what would you have 

done in a similar situation & why?  Was Louie’s decision foolish or heroic?  Explain. 

 

14. How and why does the episode with the wooden beam (301-302, see picture on the inside cover of the 

book)  contribute to both the title of the book and to the lessons we are to learn from learning about the life of 

the main character? 

 



15. How and why is Louie’s life changed and redeemed by listening to Billy Graham?  What seems to be the 

most important lesson that Louie learned from this speaker and how do these lessons affect the rest of his life? 

 

16.  How is Louie’s story of his post war experiences both typical and atypical of a American soldier who 

survived Japanese Prisoner of War Camps in WWII? 

 

17.  The study guide at the back of the book and the interview with the author both suggest that the European 

Front in WWII is taught more frequently in secondary schools than the experiences of American and Allied 

soldiers in the Pacific?  Why do you suppose that hs history curricula tend to favor the European over the 

Pacific front?  Do you believe that this book should be taught in history classes to give students a better 

understanding of the Pacific War?  Why or why not?  
 


