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Congratulations Class of 2010!  

Big College Plans for Small School Graduates  
 

One hundred three Woodbury High School students tossed their caps into the air on June 24, 2010, at the          

commencement exercise.  Many of these young men and women will be off to big name universities this fall.  The 

following graduates will be attending highly selective colleges and universities:  
 

É Sarah Bessey ð Wesleyan University É  

É Mansara Hassan ð University of Pennsylvania É  

É Isaiah Roberts ð United States Naval Academy  (Annapolis) É  

É Jared Roberts ð  United States Naval Academy (Annapolis)  É  

É Brian Sullivan ð United States Military Academy (West Point) É   

 

In addition, Woodburyõs newest alumni will also be found on the campuses of Hobart and William Smith College, 

Howard University, Richard Stockton College, Rutgers University, and The College of New Jersey.  The Woodbury 

High School experience prepares students to compete with the best of the best.  Graduates will also be enrolling at:  
       

      Austin Community College   Lincoln Tech  

      Bloomfield College    Lycoming College  

      Camden Community College   Northern Oklahoma College  

      Centenary College    Rider University  

      Drexel University    Rowan University  

      Florida Memorial University   Towson University  

      Gloucester Co. Community College  University of Scranton  

      Georgian Court University   Washington College, MD  

      Hargrave Military Academy   William Paterson University  

      International Acad. of Design & Tech.  Wilmington University  

      Kean University    York College of PA  
 

 

Class Valedictorian 

Sarah Bessey (r) 

and Salutatorian  

Andrew Hawkins (l) 

A special thank you to all who contribute to our local scholarship awards. 

If you are interested in becoming a new scholarship donor, please contact  

Ed. Murphy, Director of Pupil Personnel Services, at (856)853-0123, ext. 225. 

For a listing of the college acceptances for the Top Ten graduates from the last nine years, 

see our district website at http://www.woodburysch.com/pupilservices/srhighguid/top.php. 

http://collegeapps.about.com/od/collegeprofiles/p/annapolis.htm
http://collegeapps.about.com/od/collegeprofiles/p/annapolis.htm


Advanced Placement on the Move  
 

Woodbury High School has nearly doubled the number of Advanced Placement courses 

offered over the last five years.   

We originally offered the following six courses:   AP Chemistry , AP Calculus (AB 

level) , AP Calculus (BC level) , AP Language & Composition , AP US            

Government & Politics,  and AP US History .  In the last five years, we have added 

five more offerings:   AP Physics (level B) , AP Biology , AP Spanish Language ,  

AP Literature & Composition , and AP Music Theory .  Finally, AP World Histo-

ry  will be in place for next yearõs freshmen when they are seniors.  At that time, a  

total of twelve AP courses will be available to the Woodbury student.   

These classes prepare students to take a national AP exam.  A student can earn credit 

at most colleges by achieving a score of a 3, 4, or 5.  The Woodbury Class of 2010 had 

an impressive 23% of the graduating seniors reach this score level on one or more of 

the AP tests taken during their high school years.  

 

Minority Task Force: College Visitations  
 

The district has an active Minority Task Force (MTF) that meets throughout the 

school year to assess the current state of school programs and the districtõs ability to 

positively impact students of color.  Additionally, the group suggests new ideas for 

improvement.  (You can find out more about the Minority Task Force on our district 

website:  www.woodburysch.com/district/MinorityTF.pdf.)  

Recently, the group suggested incorporating structured opportunities for Woodbury 

students to visit college campuses.  This vision of the MTF has been put into action.  

This year, fourth graders visited Rowan University (Glassboro, NJ) and eighth     

graders went to Howard University (Washington, DC).   

Following a tour of the campus, our fourth grade students visited the Universityõs 

planetarium and ate lunch in the college cafeteria.  The eighth grade students had a 

personalized day planned by Woodbury graduate and Howard University professor, 

Dennen Long -White; a highlight was a chance for the college students to speak     

directly to our eighth graders about how important the high school years were (and 

especially ninth grade) for building an academic portfolio for use in college             

applications.   

For the future, the district intends to maintain these elementary and middle school 

experiences and add a new tenth grade college visit (likely a college in Philadelphia).  

A Woodbury student will have a chance to be on a college campus three times during 

his/her time in the district.   

Woodburyõs college exposure effort culminates with an eleventh grade trip to a large 

òCollege Fairó held annually in New Jersey. The college fair offers students a chance 

to interact with representatives from a large number of different colleges.  

Zero Period Anyone?  
 

For the last four years, junior and senior students at Woodbury have had the         

opportunity to take a Gloucester County College (GCC) course during what is termed 

òZero Periodó.  These students arrive prior to the official start of the high school day 

and are instructed by a GCC instructor.  During the past school year, students      

completed the Introduction to Sociology course.  For the fall of this upcoming school 

year, our students will be offered a psychology course.    

Academic All Stars  
 

Each spring, the Woodbury High Schoolõs academic all-stars take front row at the   

annual Academic Banquet.  A total of 164 high school students were recognized for 

overall academic success as well as excellence in specific areas of study.  Awards    

recognized achievements as far reaching as Eagle Scout status, state honors, and   

Principal recognition.  

This year, the keynote speaker was alumni, David Schmid, Esquire, ô99. Mr. Schmid, a 

graduate of the College of William and Mary and Rutgers University Law School.   

Today, Mr. Schmid is a lawyer in Cherry Hill and is also the current Woodbury City 

prosecutor.  Recently, Mr. Schmid has returned to Woodbury as a homeowner.       

Welcome back, Dave. 

Strategic Planning Sets the Course   
 

Our Strategic Plan continues to drive the many district initiatives focused on     

achieving maximum success for all students.  During this upcoming year, the        

Strategic Plan will be reviewed during a formal òPeriodic Update.ó  The original   

planning committee, consisting of thirty individuals, will reconvene in the fall to     

assess our progress and determine if any modifications need to be made to the overall 

plan.  In  addition, there may be a need to work on new initiatives that are considered 

worthwhile.  

Anyone who is interested in becoming a part of this exciting, school community      

process should contact the superintendentõs office at 853-0123, ext. 214. 

New Experiences through Option II  
 

Our òOption IIó program allows students to earn high school credit on their official 

transcript for nontraditional activities.  This is a relatively new effort at the high 

school, and the number of students involved continues to grow each year.  During the 

past year, a valuable program within Option II entitled òFuture Teachersó allowed 

high school students release time to participate as teacher aides in classrooms across 

the district.  The students were able to get a better sense of what the world of the 

teacher looks like from the òother side of the desk.ó  Both the students and teachers 

involved found the experience rewarding.  

Next year, the Option II program will help facilitate a new òService Learningó       

graduation requirement for our entering freshman (the Class of 2014).  Our students 

will learn how to fulfill this expectation in a new Freshman Seminar this fall.  Over 

the course of their four years in high school, students will complete a total of seventy -

two (72) hours of community service.  This experience is intended to provide a better 

understanding of community involvement, to explore areas of interest outside the 

realm of the regular school curriculum, and to award a total of five credits (equivalent 

to a full -year course) on the studentõs transcript.  
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Howard University Connection  
 

Woodbury graduate Deneen Long -White, ô82, is a professor at Howard University in 

Washington D.C.  For the last three years, she has facilitated visitations by groups of 

Woodbury students to Howard University.  Our students have returned inspired to 

continue on with their college pursuit after these motivational trips.  Additionally, this 

year Ms. Long was the keynote speaker at the Class of 2010 Convocation exercise held 

prior to the graduation ceremony.  Ms. Long is one of a long list of valued alumni who 

continue to contribute to the school community Φ 

Small School Experience  
 

Woodbury prides itself on the small school experience that allows learning to be      

personalized for our students.  Here at Woodbury, a student is able and encouraged to 

pursue multiple interests.   

Few high schools remain where a student can play soccer on a Friday afternoon for the 

school team and then find him/herself on the football field that same Friday night at 

halftime as a member of the marching band.  Another example is that multiple sport 

athletes are encouraged to help ensure the continued success of Woodbury teams.   

Nowhere is the school experience more individualized than in Woodburyõs Option II 

program.  Option II experiences are worked out with an advisor on a personal basis.   

In short, Woodbury students are known well by staff ñenabling the schools to provide 

an optimum experience.  Parents and students should feel free to reach out to any 

teacher or principal with a question, comment, or concern.   

Each and every student is valued at Woodbury.  

AVID Celebrates Two Years of Graduates  
 

For the second year, all AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) seniors 

graduated with plans to attend college.  The sixteen who graduated in 2010 have all 

been accepted to four-year colleges or universities.  By the close of their senior year, 

88% had completed one or more AP classes ð several earned college credits through 

excellent scores on AP tests. Additionally, most of this yearõs AVID graduates received 

sizable college scholarships.  

The AVID Class of 2009 reported that they had a successful freshman year in college. 

All fifteen intend to return to college in the fall.  Throughout the year, Nicole Hindle, 

Anthony Blackwell, Jasmine McHugh, Malcolm Beale, Jazmin Eherim, Rasheeda 

Roundtree, Priscilla Diaz and others visited Woodbury High School to inform AVID 

students how valuable AVID strategies continue to be in their studies at college.  

Over the last five years, the AVID program has grown at Woodbury Jr. -Sr. High 

School.  Next year, all sixth grade students will take òAVID Pathways.ó  Two sections 

of AVID elective classes will be offered to seventh through eleventh grade students. 

One section of AVID will serve our seniors.  
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Three Teams of Champions  
 

The 2009-10 school year provided state championship runs in three 

different sports.  Congratulations to the following teams:  
 

   É Football:  NJSIAA South Jersey Group I Champions  

 CoachñZach Valentine  

   É Boys Basketball:  NJSIAA South Jersey Group I Champions  

 CoachñKenny Avent  

   É Boys Track:  NJSIAA State Group I Champions  

 CoachñDan Jones 
 

Of special note are the student athletes who experienced the thrill 

of victory on all three teams:  

Eric Blackwell, Jared Roberts, Isaiah Roberts, and Terrence Tolbert    

�6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�·�V���%�O�R�J 
 

Many articles of interest are posted on the Superintendentõs blog.  

A direct a link to the blog can be found on the districtõs main 

webpage.  It is regularly updated throughout the school year.  

James McBride  

Visits Woodbury  
 

Acclaimed author, James McBride, visited with    

Woodbury students after they sent him heartfelt     

condolence notes on the recent passing of his mother ð 

the main character in his book The Color of Water .  Mr. 

McBride, a graduate of 

Oberlin University and 

professor at Columbia 

University, implored 

students to work hard 

to advance their       

individual educational 

pursuits and to keep 

college as the ultimate 

goal. The students were 

engaged by the oppor-

tunity to interact with 

the author of a book 

that all read as part of the sophomore English program.  


